
































































 
 
 
 
November 14, 2017 
 
Mayor’s Office 
520 Market Street 
City Hall, Fourth Floor 
P.O. BOX 95120 
Camden, New Jersey 08101-5120 
 
Dear Mayor Redd: 
 

The Heart of Camden’s mission is to restore the dignity and quality of life of the 
Waterfront South Community through programs for housing restoration, economic expansion, 
and human development.  The Heart of Camden creates and implements a variety of programs 
designed to address the crippling barriers to individual and community development.  These 
programs, which are essential for individual, social, and economic development, assist people 
with jobs, recreation, and homeownership. 
 

Since its founding in 1984, the Heart of Camden has rehabilitated over 200 homes for 
low-income families, many of who work in local business districts, hospitals, schools, and 
nearby industrial parks or retail stores. They empower the residents of Camden to improve the 
quality of their lives and demonstrate that homeownership is within reach.  As these homes are 
developed, they create job opportunities for qualified residents to help build, administer and 
become business owners within the City. 
 

The Neighborhood Revitalization Tax Credit (NRTC) program significantly facilitates 
community development and neighborhood change.  The Heart of Camden has utilized this 
critical resource to have a powerful impact on the local community.  Accomplishments have 
included:  
 

 A decorative wrought iron gate and stately 11-ft-hight mahogany doors (both 
manufactured in Camden) provide stunning curb appeal for the Fireworks Art Center.  

 Inside the Fireworks Art Center, a donated printing press sits crated as a woodworking 
shop is taking shape.  Wood framing now delineates the gallery space just inside the front 
door and the studios upstairs. 

 Beautiful stained glass windows encased in stone from the previous Church of Our 
Savior welcome visitors to the Camden Shipyard and Maritime Museum where 
boatbuilding with inner city kids is an important tool for both spiritual and practical 
components.   

 The birth of the Camden Shipyard and Maritime Museum has added to the cultural 
landscape of Camden City and the surrounding region. 

 
It is an exciting time of hope and opportunity in Waterfront South where the Heart of 

Camden is spearheading advantageous results in our communities.  Our new NRTC projects 
consist of a Café-Writer’s Retreat-Garden and District Council Collaborative Board for 
community policing. 



The Café-Writer’s Retreat-Garden includes the renovation of an existing 
commercial/residential property that will create a home to a range of creative and educational 
programs. This will also revitalize prime real estate at Broadway & Ferry, opening the only sit-
down eatery in Waterfront South, while also supporting healthy expression through the written 
word and honoring Camden’s internationally renowned haiku poet Nick Virgilio. 
 

Our venture with the District Council Collaborative Board (DCCB) provides direct support 
and will be part of the “community policing” effort.   This effort is key to the success of the 
transfer of policing responsibilities from the city to the county.  This district council will have 
functions, officers, staff and the Heart of Camden will provide the council with office space and 
meeting rooms. 
 

Completion of these projects will advance the revitalization of the neighborhood.  Making 
Waterfront South more fully occupied by homes, businesses, and facilities, and a more 
aesthetically pleasing and welcoming neighborhood, will complement the revitalized central 
business district at the north end of Broadway, while establishing “anchors” for the improvement 
of the Broadway Corridor in the neighborhoods in between.  Through networking of shared 
resources and experiences The Heart of Camden will work toward providing the solutions to 
reduce the deterioration of our society. 
 

We were excited to learn about the EPA Brownfields Grant applications that the City of 
Camden is looking to pursue. As an organization vested in the improvement of the city for all its 
residents, we would love to see the City receive these grants.  We would wholly support working 
with our organization and getting the word out throughout the community.  Please let us know 
how we can help.  We are committed to seeing the continued success of our neighborhood. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Carlos Morales 
Executive Director  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Heart of Camden • 1840 Broadway, Camden, NJ 08104 • Telephone: 856-966-1212 
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